IV. THE AREA BECOMES FASHIONASLE

A, The Country Estoates Querlooking the Hudson

The period between the end of the Civil War and
1893, the year John D, Rockefeller, Sr., established a
*home on Kykuit, were years.of growth and development
for lMount Pleasqﬁt'and Greenbufgh Townships; 1?fth the
opening of the Hudson River Railrocd tq ?eekskill in 15
1849,}many wealthy residenté of New York City become |
interested in secyring country estates aclong the lower

Hudson in the Tarrytoun area. ‘Here they could enjoy o

specitaculor ﬁiew of the Hudson'dnd.%ﬁeﬁgrandeun of=the
'Palisadés and stili be within easy.commuting distance
-of theil offices in the city. Initially, lond values
were-much lower than in the city. By the end of the.

Civil Far, many country estotes had been developed along;f“

the east side of the Hudscn, north and south of Tarfgtownﬁi’

The configuration of the terrcin played an important ;j{

part in the location of these estates. North of the moutﬂ;

of the Pocantico, the‘gstates fronted on the Fudson and - .

extended inland to the Albany Post Road. The great house

was usually erected on the military crest and- commanded
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a view of'the river. Between Irvington and Tarrytown,
P : : :
there developed o double row of estates. The first
gfoup-was 1ocated hetween the Hudson and the Albany Post
Rocd and the éecﬁnd on the commdnding ﬁillé east of the

Post Road. In both cases the mansions overlooked the

Tappan Zee.

i

I

1. Kinosland

‘ Thé first estate north of the mouth of the Pocaﬁtico
was owned by Ambrﬁse C. Kingsland, Born in New York City
in 1804, Kingsland by the time he was {7 had entered
buéiness rith his broth;r. Their firm waé krnown ag D.é& 4.
Kingslan&, fholesale Grocers. D. & 4. Kingsland prospered
and therbrothers estahlished a §hipping company with
veséels sailing from New York City to Liverpool, Ambrose,
li@e the majority of his claoss, was o Fhig. In 1851 he

ran against Fernando Nood for Mayor of New York Cify and

‘was.elected. In his capacity as maycr, he welcomed the

famed Hﬁngarian revolutionary, Lajos Kossuth, ‘to the city

in 1852.1

1. Scharf, History of Yestchester Countu, Vol. g,'p. 309,

Betuezen 185% and 18F0, Xingsland purchased Beekman
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P%int, af the mouth of the Pocantico, and erected "a

"

big stone house" to serve as his country seat. The

!ingsland house stood for mony years. During World
I -

War I it served as headquarters for o' naval militia
encdmpment; The house no longer stands, and the area
between the tracks of the Penﬁ-Centrdl end the Hu@éon,

where it stood, is-now.referréd to as Kingsland Foint,
Located on Kingsland Point, today, is Kingsldnd:Pdint‘County

Park.z

2. Sleepy Hol]qw: A Countru of Beautiful Homes, not

paginated,

2. Pokahoe

To the north of Kingsland's property was Pokahoe,

James W. Webb's estate. Webb, like Kingsland,-was born

in 1802, Commissioned a 2d lieutenant in the army in

"I

1819, he served principally in the midwest, where he earned *
a reputoiion as ¢ duellist, He resigned ffom the army
in.1827. ' Becoring o newspaparman, he acquired the New

‘York Morning Courier, which he merged with the Enbuirer

in 1829, From 1829 unti] 18F1 he edited the Courier



and Enquirér. At first, he was o Jacksonian Democrat, -

%

ut later he became an avid Whig, then a Republicdn.

In 1845 Webb purchased from George Beekman 60 acres,'fix,

between the Albany Post Road and the Hudson. Here, in
the years 1846 and 1848, he built a.larga stone house.in“%fg
which he lived unti1‘1861,‘when President Lincoln_ nomed ~f
;him minister‘to quzil. Among thé mony guest'entertained.; l
by Webb at Pohahbe waé Louis Napoléon. |

There were two entrances to Pokahoe from.thé Albany

Post Road, one from the north the other from the south,

with iron gates hung frdm‘stone pillers. Atop the pille?é‘

at the_north entrance were {wo cannonballs that had been
Ve

fired from the Castle of San Juan de Uluu irn March 1E47..

-These projectiles had been salvaged by Vice Commodore

‘ 3
Matihew C. Perry cnd presented to his friend ¥eblb.”

3. Scharf, History of Wes tches ter Coﬂntat Vol. 2, p. 310;@;

_Sleeqy'HoIIow:_i Countru of Beautiful Homes, no pagi-

ration; Histeric Tarrytown Today, 27.

* ‘ - . ' V | - /
Webh in tre 18£0s sold Pokohoe to John C. Fremont,

- the explorer, so]diet’and firsf Republican canfidate
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for the Presidency. Fremont lived én the property

until he was ruined in the panic of 1873, Three years

later, the property became the home of Ambrose Kingsland.=fa
In 1918 the house was standing and occupied by Mrs, o

Elbert B, Monroe. The house has been razed, and the

property has been developed as a residential. area,' known .

as Sleepy Hollow Manor.4 .

4, Ibid.; Cushman, Historic Kestchester , 125.

Located on the eust side of the Albany Fost Road {Q?
(Broadway), south of Sleepy Hollow Monor, is a spring.
A pleque reads, "To the memory of Gewercl John C.

/7 '
Fremont, The Paothfinder, o Former resident."5

5. Historic Tarruvtown Todau, 27. . : S

The’PhéIpé:Estdteu

The'estate adjoining Pokchoe on the north was

purchased from Beekman in 1849 by Anson G. Phelps, New

York City merchont and philanthropist. He was senior s

ol




pdrtner of Fhelps, Dodgé & Co., Wwhich pidyed'aﬁ'important
role in development pf Pennsylvania iron and Laoke Superior
copper mines. On this property before h{s death in

1853, Phelps built a handsome summer home¢ His widoﬁ con-
tinved to use ;hié as her country home for more than 30 |
years after his death. The houaé s tands today on the

grounds of Fhelps Memorial Hospital.6

5. Schdrf, History of Festchester County, Vol._g}.p. 310,

R 4, Rockwood Hall

4 number of versans well-known to Americon Higtory

nove lived on the prcopérfy known as Rockwood Hall. Comdr,
Alexander Slidell ¥ackenzie lived in a farmhouse on this
preperty from 1840 until his ceath in 1848, Mackenzie uas
¢ naval officer and author. A4s comrmaonder of the bfig
§Eﬂ§i§:.he executed the son of the Sgcretary of War, Philip
Spencer, and two cthers for mutiny in December 1842,
Yackenzie was the father of Ra'noldls° Mackenzie, Civil

War genera{)and colotful pdst war cavdirg leader against
the plaine Indianse’

7, Ibid., 317; Samuel E. Morisorn, "0ld Bruin” Commodore

Vg tthew C. Perry, [794-18%%,Roston, 1987, 1hb-162.
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‘ The E, Bartletts, who ccquired the property From
the ﬁhckenrle estate, erected a "stone castle” on the
grounds and then razed the Mockenzie dwelling., Prior

] :
to the Civil War, the Bartletts sold the‘estatekto

Willfam H. Aspiééﬁl, who used';t'as o summer home until-
his &eatn in Jonuary 1875, |
{'Born in New York. Ctty, Aspinuwcll went to work as @

clerk for his uncles in the tradzng Firm of G.G. & SaSe

Howland. In 1832 he was admitted as o partner, and five
Jears Iater he °ucceeded his unc7eq in the management of
the comnany, which was redesignated How[and & Aspinwell,
¥ith the digscovery of 007d in Californic and the ruqh of
1< 49, he directed his attention towcrd the constructzon
of o railroad ceross the Isthmus of Pancma., This fzilroad,
in conjunction with his Pacific Mail Steamshib Company,
gave the Aspinwcll] interests o monopoly on the best

pdssenger and trode route to California during the years

of the gold rush. After the'Civil Far, Aspinwall retired

ant interested himself in the socicl, civiec, and cultural

life of New York Gifyna

8. Scharf, History of Westchester Countu, Vol. 2, 310,
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‘acres, and the mansion she had likened to a !Rhine Costle’

Marthe J. Lamb in 1879 reported thot Rockwood, "the

. home of tﬁe lote Williom H, Aspinwrall...would bhe esteemed

worthy of o distinguished place even in England omong - "‘?}
those of the opulent gentry which have been ripening for
centuries.” At the time of 4spinwcll's death, his estate

mbraced ‘about 200 acres.>

9. Martha J. Lamb, The Homes of America (New York, 1879),

William Rockefeller, a younger brother and associate

of Jokhn D, Rockefellér, Sre, in the ranagerent of Standard :

~ Qil, purchosed Rockrood from the Aepinwall heifs'in 18&0,

Rockefeller, besideé adding over 200 acres to the estate,
undertonk an ambitious construction program, A great 'i%f
greystone castle was programmed and bui}t. On its complétion7i
in 1900, it was said to be the most magnificeﬁt_residence
on the Hudson., 4 rsporter'visiting Hockwood.Hall; as

.

Rockefeller called his estate, urote that if Miss Lamb
should return, she would find the old lédge and enirance

gates, "hut she would find the nark now covared over 1,G00

replaged by one larger, but still entitled to her deécriptidn;"

Rockirood Holl was likened to o Kit of England transplanted

g
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to the Western Hemisphere. "There were oncient trees

everywhere in clumps and bordering the m?les of roadway,

Broad siretches of greensward were dotted with Southdown

sheep, and Jersey cattle roamed the fields. ‘There were

peacocks, golden-pheasenfs, turtle doves, and pigeons

from the Philippines,”

The:island dotted loke was the home of ducks_from_.
Formosa, Japan, and Germany. Rockefelle?'é gardens were G e
source of beauty. At the time of the reporter's visit, g?f

50 persons were employed on the estafa.zo

2

10, Sleepy Hollow: A Country nf Beautiful Hores, not paginated.

5. Woodlea

Woodlea, the estate of Elliot F. Shepard, was north

east of the junction of the Mount Pleasant Roa@.with the

Albgny qut Itoad. Shepard, the son-in-law of William

H., Vanderbilt, owned and obérated the New York Mail and

Express. _ . ‘
Arter Shepard's death his wife erectad on_thehproperty
the Shepard Memorial Church. Subsequently, the 400-acre

estate hecame the Sleepy Hollow Country Club., -Writing of $ ;
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the élub'at the time of-Worlﬁ War I, . a visitor
observed?

Only 28 miles from Columbus Circle, Manhotton
Islond, the club is far and away, the most desirable
of any in New York Stote, The Shepard house is the
club house proper and is ideal in every particular
as a temporary or permanent place of residence., In
connection with the club house are stables, goarages,
and other conveniences for the use of 900 registered -
members. ' N

Besides goif and pold many other sports and gaﬁes'were

provided for members and their families.11

11, Sleepy Hollow: 4 Countru of Bewutiful Homes, no pagina tion.,

6. Lyndhurst

South of Tarrytown there were o number. of estates,

Situated between the river and the Croton Agueduct were

estates owned in thé 1880s by Edward S. Jaffray, a New
12 James H., E?c,nh:er;l3 H. Holdrege;

-

York City merrhant;

12, Part of the defray‘mansion, a large frame structure,
dated to the homez built in 1815 by Thowmas Thornton.

The house had been enlarged by 4.C. Kingsland, and in

1854 so0l1d to Jaffray, who used it as a sumrer horme.

Scharf, History of Westchester Countu, Vol. 2; pe 239,

W, 75




13, The Banker home had been érected in the 1840s hy Moses

H. Grinnell and sold to Banker in 1877. Ibid., 241,

Jay Gould; John T. Terry; and the New York Institution of

the Deaf and DUmb.14.

14, This mansion had bezn built in the 1840s by Henry

Sheldon, who sold it to William Hoge, ¢ New York City
hanker, Four ysars ajter Hoge's death in 1875, the
pronerty had been sold by his heirs to the Institution,

Ihid., 243., 243.

The only one of these moneions standing today and
open to the public.is Lyndhﬁrst, Overlooking the Hudson,.
one mile south of the Tappan Zee Bridge, is this Gothic
Revival mansion. = This dwelling was started in 1839 by
Williom Faulding, o former New York éitg mayor and menber
of Congress.' The orchitect was Alzxander J. Davis. In

1854 the pronerty wos purchased by Georpge Merriti, c New

ae
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.~é%% o \York*City me%chant; ﬁho.commissioned'Davis.to enlorge ' ;;{
thefsfructure in the same style. Followiﬁg Merritt's 1
dea;h in 1873, the property was first rented, and then
in.the spring of 1880 ﬁurchased by the financier Jay

Gould, "Iis architectural integrity and COntinJity were

pers%rvedaiﬂby Gould and the successive owners, his
daugﬁters Heleno and Annc. The Goulds added books, art
objeéts, and furnishings; rebuilt the Yerritt greenhouse'
(affer'it was destroyed by fire in 1880), and enhancéd

the grounds and gardens. Lyndhurst was left to the

National Trust in 198% by 4nna, Ducﬁess of‘leleyrcnd—
Perigord, "to te opercied and meintained as a non-profit
museur in »emory of her parents,”

Lyndhurst has been'deSignated ¢ Registered National

15

Higtoric Lendmark by the Secretary of the Interior, e

15, "Lyndhurst,” pampklet, 1970,

- "Be The Bailroad Comes to Focuntico Hills

!+ Hoyt end McKinney Flen o Reilroad

Jokn Q. Hoyt and 4dndrew McKinney in 1871, aofter

{scusging the subject, organized the New York & Boston

Ratlroad. Hoyt tecame president ~“nd McKinney treasurer of

81



‘bridging Sow ¥ill River, crossed the swamp now flodded by'

k‘- .
=) corporation which proposed to acquire o right-of-

wayl and lay tracks from New York City to Brewster in

Putham County, At Brewster, their railroa@% would

connect with o ftrunk line running to Bosion.

i

Much of the right-of-way was acquifed'under conditions

thdt were never satisfied. Before very much track wos

laid in 1871, the New York & Poston Railroad merged with

the Dutchess & Columbia and the Harlem Extension. The
corporation, ofter heing reorganized, issued stock as the
New York, Boston & Montreal Roilrood, George H. Brown
hecame president, and lorge loans were secured in Europe.

In 1578 the hondholders filed suit and foreclcsed. The

cecompany was recorganized and irncorporated as the New York

16
& Northern Hailroadjl“

16.'Gniffin; westchester County and Its Feople, Vol, 2,

189-190.

The RHoute of the New York, Boston & Yontreal

The line of the Yew York, Roston & Jontfeal,_after

Fast Tarrpytown Lake, ascended the FPocantico Hills, crossed

&2



to cscend the Pocantico Hills hy an- easier grade. At the

“Bedford Road crossing, the‘new right-pf-way merged with

Bedfo}d Road, and paralleded fhe eaét-side of the‘Pocantiéo
as it led northwerd, The swamp was 5ridgéd_at considerable .i°
cost and the Focantico Hills ascended by a ‘Iong trestle

abouf 80 feet in height. 4 local historian recalled that

the trestle was o "frightful~looking structure, more.
suggestive of broken'bones than of safety." Sdufh of -
Bedford Road, o deep cut through rock was blasted. Althoughfi
considerable track wds laid, the New York, Boston &
Montreai_was put in the honds Oflthe recelvers before,dny

17

treins were put into cervice.

17, Schary, Hisiory &f Testchester ggunty,'Vol.-g, Pe 305,

3. The Yew York & Northern Selects a New Route

" After the orgonizetion of the New York & Northern,

the right~of—wdy betwesn Sow ¥ill River and Bedford Road

was resurveyeéd., It was determined to relocate the trock.

The right—of—wuy'was positioned to . loop oround .the swamp ond.

the old., After the track had heen laid, the trestle and

bridge were dismantled,

£3
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3. Trains Come to Pocantico Hills
In November 1881 irains were put into operation over

the "Tarrytown Loopﬁ' Stationé were estoblished ot East

i

View, Tarrytown Heights, Tower Hilly Focentico Hills,

Bria}cliff Manor, and Hammonds. Stages were provided to carfy

]

passéngers between the stotion ot Tarrytown Heights ond
18

. I - sy
Tarrytown, free of charge, From these stotions passengers

18, Ibid.; French, History of Westchesier County, Vol. I,

pp. 206-207. .

could take ¢ northbound train to Brewster or o« southbound
train to the 155ih Street Staiion in New York‘City.
The railroad Failed to'prosper, however, ond in 1888

it wos put into the hands of the receivers and feorganized.19

_19.,Ffench, History of Hestchester County, Vol. 1, p. 207,

k]

Five years later, on December 22, 1893, J.F. Mdrgan, Je Hoodfl

- . 8l
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Wright, and Charles H. Carter secured the ratl%oad, | A

under a judgment of foreclosure cgainst the New York & R
; . : . L

- Northern., They immediately reorganized the corporation and
. ‘ : ‘ "
redesignated "the New York City and Putnam Railroead, Five

weeks later, it was absorbed by the New York Central.20 {;if

20. Griffin, Hesichester County and Tts Feorle, Vol._ 2, 190, .

Aroﬁnd two of the locul stotions, Pocantico Fills
ond Fast View, established hy the New York & Northe%@,
villages prospered.

At Pocontico Hills the ruilroad people 1laid several
additional tracks, built épur, and @ turntable, Trains
thaot éame up in the evenring could loy bver{for the return

"trip in the morniﬁg. A number of railroaderé eStablished'

- o
homes in Focanfico Hills.“l

. 21. Owens, Focantico Hills, 23.

-

" C. The Villege of Pocantico Hills ' I

1. Pocontico Hills and the Real Zstate Promotkrs

Until the 2nd of *he Civil Far in 1855, the arec on

5S




either side -of Bedford Road from its junction | '{ﬁ\
‘ ' RETEAN

with County House Road to the junction with 0ld Sleepy &

Hollow Road, three miles to the northeost, was an |

area of small family farms., It wes referred to as

the'Kykuit Neighborhood. Between 1865 and 1870.

| several of these farms were sold for high prices to

New York City residents for country-estdt@s, os the y;
choice“property overlooking the Hudson hud heen prev-
iously removed from the market., James E. Mﬁl]ory

and Louis Roberts suw the possibility of Jostering
thé developmeﬁt of the area, and they organized

the Tarrytowr Land Compony to take adventage

of the construction of-the New York City & Kortrern
Railroad across Pocantico Hilla.

Large trocts of land were purchesed in

focanfico Hills bg the Company, as plans were adﬁanced'g;f
tv‘deuélop o coﬁmuﬁfty.of suburhan Fomesg similar to
those being built nleng the railrocd néarer New York
City. The center of thz cormunity waé to he the
Pocantico Hills station on the roilroad. S‘tree'ts
were laid out and a few huildings'erabtéd. Although

the develovment was corefully plannéd,finteiligently

&&
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; laid out, and promoted through the use of the

‘Comnany and obtained options on other property in

out that this would be "a thoro&ghly restricted

names of meal thy men residing in the neighborhood,

it ren afoul of a business raceésion in the 1880s,

and a fali in land values bankrupted.the Tarry-
_ 2 C
town Land Company.22 ' E

22. Scharf; History of ¥estchester Céunty , Vol. 2,

p. 304-305; Owens, Pocantico Hills, 22-24,

The Tarrytown Land Compcny wes succeeded in

1893 hy Wilson H, Blackuwell & Co. Blockrell

purchased several tracts from the Turrytown Land

Pocantico Hills and on Tower Hill, The land was

surveyed and platted. A handsome plan, with detailed

sketches of exis*ing homes and buildings, was printed.

L
B
YT

by Blackwrell, extolling the advantagees ¢f his develop~

ment to he known as Tarrytown Helights. It was pointed??u

residence neiohhorhood, over 400 feet ahove the

Fudson." . All 'lots were near rcilrocd stotions,

a7
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with fast comhuter service into Nem York City.

At the time John D. Rockefeller in 1893

‘made his initial purchases, two homes were being

built on lots in thg RBlackwell developrent, One

of these was being erected for Slackwell and- the
other as a residence fdr 7.3, Scott. Rockefeller
soon acqufred the property ownéd by-Blackwell-&

Co. IThe Blackwell ond Scott houses, now known

as Tuttle #1 and Tuttle #2, are extant but huve been
relocated on the Estate Park, northeast of the

Plaghoﬂse.?j

23. "Tarryfbun Feights, Pocantico Hills and Tower
Hill Station,” for sale by Blackwell & Co."
Promotiorcl Pian, files Rockefeller Archives;
FPersoncl Interbiew,-Wylock with Bearss, March
13, 1970, Ray Wylock, currentlyrchief pf
maintenance with Greenrock Corpofatipn, has
worker on the Rockefeller estate circe 1624, ¥r,

r

wyleck is ¢ gold mine of irferration,

88
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- Inn offered guests o carriage ride to Rocven Rock.

2, Pobantico Hills as o Prestige Community
"Although the real estote promoters failed, the

Pocantico Hills area by the mid-1880s was o poﬁulaf:

summer resort for those "who wished péace @nd guiet

of the country," and at *he same time desired rapid

. transit to the city. In 1886 the population of .

Tarrytown Heights was about 350. To take advontage

of this =ituction, the Berkley Inn, a "pleasant”

hotel, was opeﬁed within one-half mile of the Pocantic&
HilTs-sta%ion.r It catered to summer guests, and

could accommodate as many as 150. A bowling alley

ard o riding stable were ~aintained for the use of

the guests. Among other cttrocticns, the Berkley
2k

24, Ouwens, Pocantico Hills, 23, 29; Sckarf,_Fistory

Westchester County, Vol._Z:’JOSQ In 1899 the

Berkley Inn closed, and the buildings were takern -
over by St. Motthew's. ¥ilitary Schoecl. After

yeare *he school was moved to Dobbgs Ferry

L]

severc

and the property acquired. by the Rockefellers,

Tha buildings were razed, but despite the trees
and londscaring the site is etill recnarizable,

[N
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By 1886, on the hills to the northeast and

southwest of Pocantico Htlls, there were a numbér_
of handszome residénces. Grosvenor P. Lowrey, o
promiﬁent New York City lowyer, had purchased the
Andrew See pldce and had erected a large stone‘
house, along with o number of outbuildings. In the
early 18905 Carl Schurz, soldier, stdtesman, and
"diplomat,”rented'the Lowrey property for sevéral

25

SUmMmers,

L,

25, Scharyf, History _gi Westchester County, Vol. 2,

B05; "Tarrytown Heights," Prorotioral Plan,

Hockefeller Archives.

‘members of the New York City bar, had homes on Bedford ?%H
Road. Parsons in 18Af had purchased the A; D. Stephenéﬁﬁ
,frdct_and had improvéd the house and grounds. 4.

local'histo%ian, in'1885, reported that Parsonsg;

greunds, located on the scuth side of the Bedford -

- Road, were exténsive and commanded an excellent view,

3
Parson£; house was a large two-story frame structure

o



with'a cupolc.

Law's proeperty, Genloch, was acCross Bedford .

: 3 : _
Road and northuwest of Parsongg place. Law had

He had kept Futterson's house but hod added to

as well as the outbuildings. Low's estate hod o

frontdge of 1,100 fest on the. Bedford Road and

feet on the Sleepy Hollow 'Roadnzo

26.8charf, History of ¥estchester Count%:'Vol.

305-305° Mrs. Elizo See at the age of 92,

1

Zs

i

1883, had told local historians that Ichabod

Crane's schoolhouse had stood on the west side of

'purchaéed his estate in 1869 from John W, Potterson.

1t

» 700

n

the Sleepy Hollow Road,. just north of the gdte

to Low's property;

J.H. Digoles ond E. Kent lived in attractive

frame dwellings on the opposite side of Bedford

27

Road from Parsons' properiy.

27. Ibid.



Chief Justice Noah Davis of the New York

Supreme Court and Col. W.C. Church of the Army &

Novy Gazette owned estates northecst of Pocantico

- Hills, Judge Daovis' two-story mansion wos lobated
“on a commanding hill front%ng Coprock Road, wh%le
Colonel Church's more modest home was between
Coprock Road and the roilroud. Lewis Roberts, the

real estate promoter, lived in a large two-story

frame house, on the hill south of the Pocantico Hills

Station, On the ridge norih of the station was
' : o '
the two-story frame house helonging to August F.

Muller.

28, Ibid.% "Tarrytown Heights," Promotional Flan

Rockefeller Archives, The Davis, Church, Roberts,

aond Yuller houses kave been demolished. The

Roberts house, which subsequently belonged to the

Miltons and Collfers, wos razed in- the early
19405, Ité site is now'occupied by Hillcresi,
the home . of Xrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr, The
Muller house, which is betier hnown ag the

Scheu House, ucs razed in the 1930s.

92



3. The Village : . o - S

~deoubling as postmaster,

" the Focantico Hills Central School; Stewart's

Butter Fbctbrg, locatied at the corner of Mbllory

¢o, Indusiry
With the coming of the railroad in 1881, a

vtllage, known as Pocantzco Hills, grew up
around the station, By the 1890s there were:' two
livery stables, two grocery stores (Moore's and

DelMichael's), a butcher shop, two guest houses,

and a hotel (Foley's ). A postoffice had been

established in 1901 |, with the ticket agent
| 25 .

29. Owens, Pocantico Hills, 23; Personal Inter-

view, Wylocﬁ with Searss, March 13, 1970,

Among the local industries were Butler's:

csaumill, located on the grounds now occupied by

and Kenneth Avenues; and Whezler's Ice House.”C

30. Owens, Pocﬁnttco Hiljs; 23-243 Personal Interviaﬁ;
Wylock with Bearsz, March 13, 1970. Stewari's Butter
Factory proved to Emsford . Fhe 1920s.  About 1900

HE. [ RV hiz itue Yasiazan f L :1 A by ve
vt ler sl o his > Puvlnzeo fo George Feroucon

The pond, curstbructed hy Yhealer, la known as Fer-
11 Hda



guson's Lake,

Joseph Oussani established a farm on Longuwood:

Road, north of-thé railroad, where he set out

mulberry trees on which fto feed silkworms.

silkworms.were sold to Lovett's Silk Mill in

North -Tarrytown.

31, Ouwens, Pocantico Hills, 2%; Fersonal Interview,

31

Wylock with Bearss, larch 13, 1$70.

9 4
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Yagdéolere was built, ond the parish became independ- :

//Ferry in the eorly 20th century, the propéfggﬁ\vi{
! N
was acquired by the Rockefellers and the build- -

R

‘. ings rozed or moved. e

5. Churches and Educational Institutions
In the period 1890-189! the Pocantico Hills

Eibrary Associction erected o structure known do

‘history us the Lyceum~Library Building, For the

next 40 years, the Lyceuﬁ Building served the
community as an educationa1, fe1igious, social, and
literary center, In 1930 the Lyceum was closad

xnd became the home of the volunteer fire company,

=\

known ag Hilliop Enginz Company, XNo. 1.

33 Cwens, Focantico Hills, 31-32, 40, S

Catholic Church servicas were first held

ir. Pocantico Hills in 1892 in the Lyceum, wiih

priests devailed by the Church of St. Theresa of

Korth Tarrptown. In 1894 the Church of the

95
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ent of St. Theresa.34

34, Ibid., 36;

Protestant services were‘heid prior to the

construction of the Lyceum in the schoolhouse. From

the opening of the Lyceum in 1891 until 1922, services

were corducted in the Lyceum.

The Union Church of

Pocantico Hills, which was organized ir 1915, with the

- -
“backing of John D, Rochefelle

J [
r¥and the Barron Colliers, .

built a church on Bedford Foad.

The dedicetion service

. . .1
wes held in Septenter 1937.’5

35+ Ibid., 33-3%4. The ground fer the church was given

to the congregatfon by John D, Rockefeller, Sr,

In the 188Cs the Pocantico

locatzd on +h

Ils School was

g'scush sice of Eedford Road, severcl

The one-

hundred yards southwest of the Lowrey monzion,

etery frome =

Ferguson House,

tricture sii s and s ZLnoun ¢s the

By 1883 the school hod cutorown thig

building, and *re trugtzes

he Lyceum as o



classroom for the primary grades and employed

another teacher.

In 1895 it was determined by the community
‘to build o new school on a tract donated by John D.
Rockefeller, Sr., near the Rock Cut., The new school,

Pocantico Hills Union Free School, -openéd in September

B . w
1897. Thirty-threes years later, in 1830, it égsdetermined

to abandon the schools at Fast View and Sleepy Hollow

and fo organize the FPocantico Hills Central School. : .3_
Land for'o new consolidated school, along with one- balf

the COnuJTUCfTCH cost, wos donated to the trustees by

John D, Rockefe]ler,‘Jr. The new school'wdé.opened

on September 7,,1932.36

36 Ide., b2-47s Personal Intervzew, ﬂylock with Bearss,’
Varch IJ, 1070 The Focantico Hzlls Union Free

School bas been rvzed

D.‘Other Cemmunitics

At the irte ersection of Sleepy ?ollcu and Jeﬁforﬁ

\tne -
roads,Yrorthirard qlen. tha Former, irere grap un ¢

<2
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,community known og Briggsville, The_residents of

‘Briggsville eilther worked on rearby estates or in

,}he Tarrytowns.37

.

b?o E.R. Conover, "Some Thoughts on Briggsville,"

i unpublished Ms., files Sleeﬁy Hollow Restorations.

|

4 -much smaller communiiy, never consisting of

- YMoeC

wo® than o half dozen fomilies, uos located on today's

Lake Road, several hundrezd yards souih ¢f the FPocantico

_ . , = S 28
¥ills Depot. This comruniiy wes knoum ce Bonnomville.”

38. Ibid,

E., The Tarrytecwn Light

The Tarrytown Light, erected in 1882, is a fami-
liar sight to landsmen, while "its kindly rarring -
réys are welcomed by marinegrs.” It was built at the

rnorth end of #+he Tarrytewn Shools, The firsy keeper

wes Copt. John Ackermar, who servesd until well into
Q

)

]

the 20th century.

39, "The Heart of the American Rhine,”" Tsevyfown Press-
gk



‘gatehouse at 135th Street forred a tunnel 3! miles

Record, Sept. 1902.

F. The New Croton Aqueduct

By the 1880s it was apparent that New Yorﬁ City
had outgrown the Croton Adqueduct. More water was re-
quired for the city ond its teeming millions., Severe

droughts in 1880 and 1881 had coused critical shdrtagesij;p

of water., The storage caracity of the Croton Reservoir =

“would have to be enlarged. In 1883 & new aqueduct with fvn

increased ropocity was authorized, arnd in December 1884

contracts fcr its cornsfructicn wvere cuvarded., Work

was clzo started on a larger dam or. *he Croton., The

rew Croton Aqueduct was completed in 1890, Exclusive

of land it hod cqst ahout tweﬂfy millidn doilars.4o

Uik
Sy

V-

40, French, History of FYestchester Zounty, Vol.. 1, Pelb40a

-

The Croton Aqueduct from *he Croton Dam to-the

long and itneluded on inverted siphon passing beneath

the Harlem River. 4 numbzr of short sections were

$7.



built in open excovations ond then covered. Its

‘alignment, in X¥ount Pleasant and Greeﬁburgthownships,
is several miles fto the easti of the historic Croton
Aqueduct, and it crossed land destiﬁed to 5e.included
in the core of the Rockefeller Pocantico Hills Esiate,.
The historic agueduct was retaeined ond has confinued
ito be utilized to help supply New_York City with

watar,

G, Corments and Recomrendatiors

The years betwean 185 and 1893 saw a significant
" change in the économy of the area. 7ith the end of

the Clvil War, weclihy New York City residents, with

the choice sites along the Hudsorn already develored

es country esfafes, focused their attention nearby.
'Sgdth of Tarrytown, the ridge hretween the Croton_
Aqueduc? and the Seu X¥i1l River Vallevu, commanded their
intercat., XNorthecst of Tarrytown, +He_wea1thg cnd

influential began to buy up small farms fronting on

Bedford Road. The ceornstruction and obening of the
New Yorh & Northern Railrocd in 1881, accellerated this

~development. Rapid trensit to New York City wes now

1rp

-



..many of them are occupied hy families. employed on the

Rockefeller Focontico Hills Estate. The develoﬁment

available, Within the next decade Judge Noch
lDavis,'Lewis Roberts, August F. Muller, Grosvenor AN

i P, Lowrey, and Col. William C. Church had bought an

developed country estctes within walking distance

- of the reilroad station'qt Pocanticc Hills. Teking

'a cue from the wealthy, o resort.hotel,rthe Berkley
Inn, wos opened.

Arbund the depot grew up d viilage; Here lived
many .of the pepple employed orn the necrby estates and
at the Berkley Inrn. To supply their needs, stores
were opened, the échobl enldrged, a Lyceum erecéed, and
churches orpanized. Several swall industries, of
locol significonce, were organized. -

Pocantico Hills, as the village was called, has’

survived into the 1970s.,  <he changes, so far, hove

heen few.‘ ¥ost of the homes date to the late 19th
century. .There-is a group of houses built by the Rockes::
feilers in the early 19230s, while o few‘dwellingsl l
have been erected in the last ten years. Nost

structures in the village belong to Hills Realty, and

of shopning centezygﬁs resrlted in the closing of the

Tew commercinl entahlisghmeris,

Lol



Becouse of its intimate reletionship to the

Rockefeilér Story and the historical themes represented -
{n the deuelopmeﬁt of the areqi Pocantico Hﬁlls'is |
a valﬁabie nistorical resource. It should be zoned
Jé o historic district and controls established

ﬂb insure that it retdiﬁ its architectural and ;
ﬁistoridal.character. ~ New construction in the historiér
district should .blend with and compliment the historic 'i;;
scene. The Lyceum and the.1880 gchool (the Ferguson -1;
House) should be preserved and trewted as historig

siructures.,
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